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THE DECLARATION OF 
THE LORD DE LA NOVE, v- 


pon his taking Armes for theijuſt defence ofthe 


Townes of Sedan and Iametz,frontiers of 
the Realme of Fraunce,and vnder 
the proteCtion of his Ma- 


ieſtie, 


1 HE deuoire of a Gentleman, 
making profeſſion of vertne, 
vv conſiſteth (firſt of all)in ſo well 
Y ordeting and digeſting his a&ti- 
7| ons, that himſelte may receyue 
U in them contentment : After- 
ward hce oughr to make ſuch a ſplendour of 
them, andto juſtifie them inſuchſorte', as the 
well mir.ded may bee ſatisfied , and the ill dif: 
poſed rayſe no ſuggeſtion to condemne them, 
And ſeeing itis (o,that honour(whichis the re- 
warde of the faireſt workes) proceederh from 
ſuch, who after they haue examined and finde 
them worthie, will approuethem: hethen thar 
is deſirous to be honored,oupht to bevery care- 
full that his owne actions (it it be poſhble) bee 
not blemiſhed|with any ſpot or ſtaine: and eſpe. 
cially ſuch as dcale with perſons of great and 
higheſt qualitie, herein ſtand bound with chie- 
feſt regard. Admit they ſhould incurre but one- 


ly the detection of flaunder, which is ſo comon/ 
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in this vnhappy age, when wee ſee that blamed 
which is moſt modeſtly doone, and the contra- 

tropaſle with commendation : may not this 
© as ſerue as aliuely touch or feeling,to admo- 
niſh ſuchto render a publique account, of the 
principall carriage ottheir liues > WhatI haue 
determined to doo at this preſent, ſhall be ſome 
diſcourſe of mine owne: to the ende it may bee 
truely knowne, what cauſes haue mooued mee, 
after ſo long reſt, and euen among the bonds of 


ſome particular promiſes, to take theſe Armes- 


for deſence ofthe Townes of Sedan & Iametz, 
auncient frontiers of the Realme, againſt ſuch 


as have aſſayled them, 


To manyitis well knownc,in what miſerable 
captiuitie I haue beene dereyned the ſpace of 
fiuc yeares and a halfe, by thoſe who haue got- 


' ten little praiſe for ſuch rigour, wherein happily 
I had longer continued, it they had not proo- | 


ucd the vncertaintic of humane affaires : bur 
God is to bee bountifully bleſſed for this bitter 
aduerſitic , whereinThauclearncd that, which 
the moſt ſweeteſt proſperitie woulihauc made 
me miſconceiue. 

The time beeing nowe come of my deliue- 
rance, I was taken foorth ofmy darke habitati- 
on, to be brought rothe place, where I recciued 
the ſentence of ny libertic : bur with conditi- 
ons, noleſle hard then mine MR a had 

| cenc: 


beene : notwithſtanding I accepted them ioy- 
fully, inreſpe& they ſurceaſed my long heaui- 
nes.I multſay then, thatthe firſt cauſe of this ſo 
delired benetit, was the bountieof God, who 
now remembred mine affliction, The ſecond, 
the priſoner thatI tuoke, for whomel was ex- 
chaunged,and who was of greaterprice then I. 
And thethird, the bond of one hundred thou- 
ſand crownes madeby the King of Nauarre on 
his goods in Flaunders, for the aſſurance of my 
promiſes, notto beare Armes againſt the King 
of Spaync in his countryes. 

This accompliſhed, I was delivered, & then 
I went towards Nancy, to make proofe of faril- 
fiyng certaine other points,which are couched 
within mine Articles: to vnderſtand if my Lord 


the Duke of Lorraine, (ouer and beſide the a. 
forenamed ſurztie)would be likewiſe boand for 


me to the King of Spaine,in the ſaid ſum of one 
hundred thouſand crownes, & if he fayled, one 
Prince of Allemaigne, or one Cantoa of the 
Zwitzers. That I ſhould alſo deliver my ſecond 
Son,to be one yecr2as an hoſtage in his Court, 
Beſide,thatthe ſaid Duke,& my Lord the Duke 
of Guyſc,ſhuld promiſe by writing aparr,{1gned 
with their hands:thatI ſhould not beare Arines 
againſt the King of Spayne. In all theſe boades 
theſe Spaniards botid me,as if they hadreceued 
occaſio offeare,thatſo {lender a Soldiour 4 ay 

y clte, 


is 

ſelfe-, ſhould come ſoone or late to hinder the 
courſe of their victory :-from which thought I 
was moſt furtheſt off, for my deſire ſtretched no 
otherwiſe,than to cohome to my houſe,therero 
repoſe my ſelie, andgiue God thanks for ſauing 
me from the ſhadow of death andthegraue. 

Beeing arriued in Lorrayne, I ſpake with the 
ſaid Princes, to know if they would fauovr mee 
with this bond : whereto they very libcra!ly co- 
diſcended : prouided, that his moſt Chriltian 
Maieſtic agrced thereto. To him I went, and 
could not obtaine his conſent, except 1 would 
promiſe him, that I would nor enter Armes 
without his expreſſe commanndement : this I 
likewiſe grauntcd . Soone after he wrote to my 
Lord the Duke of Lorrayne, that he mightan- 
{were for me to the King of Spayne : which hee 
did, vnder theſe conditions , that Iſhould bee 
bound to him in a hundred thouſand crownes, 
with allmy goodes,, as a gage of his bond, for 
the ſatisfa&tion:afterward \ 
to beare Armes againſt him,nor his eſtate. Like 
promiſe I made him alſo, in caſe itwentnot a- 
gainſt my dutifull obeyſance, of ſeruice and fi- 
delitie tothe Crowne of Fraunce, and to the 
King my Soucreigne Lord. All theſe matters 
ended, Idepartedfrom theſaide Princes, ha- 
uing beene very curreouſly entertayned by the, 
and then I went to Geneua, where I made my 


choile 


ſhould promiſe,nor / 
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choiſe of aboade , during the time of this miſe- 
rable warre . At the ende ofrwo moneths, my 
Sonne,whome I ſeat for from the King of Na- 
uarre, came to me, and I ſenthim in hoſtage to 
Nancy, wherc he was geatly intreated while he 
there remayned. 


See heere ſucceſſively thepure truth of all my 


promiſes and bqnds,and the cauſes of my liber- 
tie diſcouered jn due order. Which I haue 
doone,to the cnde that many, who are oucr ha- 
ſie in cenfuring the ations of others , either 
humours,ignorance,or bad information:ſhould 
be better aduiſed,8& not to condemne me with- 
outthey firſt had heard me, as I kaow diuers al- 
ready haue doone, within more than ſix mo- 
neths : atwhichtime (with all their vigilancie) 
they could not reproouc me-pf any ſpeeches, 
that happily might be thought woorthicrepre- 
henfon,But the: oodcenſurcrs doonotin the 
meane whule forethinke themſclues, howe they 
raſhly attempt in cauſes againſt their Soue- 
rcigne Lord, and likewiſe againſttheir natiue 
countrey. | io adolet 
In ſooth, if I would haue ſhrunke frommy 
wordcs, beeing preſſed thereto by mine owne 
particular intereſts ,' I ſhould, haue becne an 
handſome ſubie&t. As forthe ſtraunge Armie 
rayſ{ed,it I would haue gone therin,I could haus 
had no meane place' or aurhoritie : ſeeing that 
NEE, EE Monſicur 


EE CITES 


8 
Monſieur de Buillon, and my cheefeſt frendes, 
who were imploicdin thecondud therof,called 
me,and would haue deferred more to me, then 
I could well couetor deſire , But I excuſcd my 
ſelfe,and would not outgo the limits of my pro- 
miſes, becauſe I could not with credit doo ir. 
And many Gentlemen yet living , who were at 
the preparation of the ſaid Army, knowe, that I 
went (o farreas Strasbrough,through the inſtir 


"intreaties then made to me, by letters from the 


Lord of Buy, that I ſhould parle with my Lords 
the Dukes of Lorraine and Caz.imire , chiefly 
with Monſieur de Segur,to compound for their 
paſſage thorow Lorrayne, and that all had agre. 
ed(becauſc it was giuen mee) that I ſhould bee 
admitted to this buſines, where the one nor the 
other ſhould becircumuented. Bur being there 
arrived, &not finding the letters of the Princes 
before named,and contrariwiſe, ſeeing on both 
ſides courage enkindled , and hatred increaſe, 
the Armies on foote , and their ſwordes ready 
drawne, I thought thatthe rime for me to bee 
imploycd was paſt , and agreement ſhould now 
be ſubie& to obſeruation: wherefore I would 
not wrap my fclfe betweene theſe two tempeſts, 
leaſt my reputation ſhould bee impezched by 
fortune. And Idid write tomy Lord the Baron 
of Auſonuille, who was then at Phaltz-bourgh, 


the cauſe that then did withhold me. 
Within 


9 

Within a while after the faide Army becing 
ouerthrowne , more through themſclues then 
the ſtrength of the contrary part,the remainder 
driuen backe towards the Alpes,and Monſieur 
de Bouillon,who was the chiefe, ouerwearyed 
with ſo great trauayle , cametoreſt himſelte at 
Geneua,where an exceeding feuer rooke holde 
on him,whereof he dyed ren dayes after . And 
being yetin perfet memory , he difpoſed him- 
ſelfe to make his teſtament, whereby(among 0- 
ther things )he ordayned,that his chiete coun- 
tries ſhould remaine vnder the proteQion and 
ſeruice of the Crowne of Fraunce, and deſired 
that his Maieſtie would maintaine them vnder 
ſuch conditions, as they had beenein former 
times, And after he had named Monſieur de 
Montpenlier rutour andgouernour of Mada- 
moiſelle de Bouillon his fie, wh om helefthis 
ſole and onely heyre: he charged me alſo with 
her wardſhip of her chiefe countries, with po- 
werthere to viſe and commaund . WhichTIac- 
cepted, for the defire I had robe imployedin 
matters profitable to the Realme, & forthwith 
Iwentinto Allemaigne, to paſle thence to Se- 
dan. -But being aduertiſed, thatmy Lord the 
Duke of Lorraine had brought his icge before 
Tametz,I ſtaied;and that for twoo NalSGe: The 


firſt,becauſe I would nor trauayle alone in dan- 
ger of ſo many armed men, and looſe my ſelfe 
B againſt 


I'o 


aoainſt my will. The other,ſ{ceing the ſaid Duke 
had begun this warrc contrary to the © pinion 
of many , and of my ſelfe likewiſe : I ſhould bee 
thonght (in reſpect of what I had promiled) 
ſcant maiſlter of my ſences, to goe caſt my ſelte 
downe headlong, and ſo with the councell of 
my Lords the Duke Cazimire & Deux-ponts, 
and other my good freendes, Iembraced the 
way ofnegotiation,rather then that of force. 
Beeing then returned to Geneua, I ſent to 
his Maieltze,to aduertiſe him ofmy charge,and 
how my intent ſtretched to the benefite of his 
ſcruice, hoping hee would not miſconceiue of 
mine enterpriſe : humbly deſiring his highnes, 
tro with my paar the Duke of Lorrayne, notrto 
whet his anger vpon an innocent ward, andto, 
forbcare to touch Sedan andIamerz, frontiers: 
ofhis Reaune . He wrote to meagaine, that he 
would ſend the Lord de Ricux, to cauſe the 
ſiege to be rayſed from Iametz, and that Mon- 
ficur de Montpenſier ſhould goe with ſpeed to 
Sedan, for the better diſpoſing of the affayres 
there : beſide, he thought good thatTI ſhould 
not need to goe, becauſe _ ſhould be taken 
by theſe meanes, For the reſt, hee commended 
mine intent, and would aflure himſelfe of my 
vndoubred affection to hisſeruice, & thegene- 
rall good of my country, whoſefafectic I would 
eucrmore ſecke by alllawfullmeanes, rr 
This 


$4 
Thisletter receyued,I pauſed thereon, forthe 
opinion I held, that the commendacion,intreaty, 
and prouiſion of ſo greata King, would ſuffiſe to 
remedie a miſchiefe that preſſedſofarre. But ha- 
uing attended for the ſpace of three moneths, & 
ſcene thatthe wordes of his Maieſtic were dil- 
dained, and thatone of the Townes was now to 
be defended from a furious aſſaultthatthe other 
likewiſe would 20 forth in Armes.,avgainſt them 
thar made their fieldes yoyde and deſolate , and 
that my Lordthe Duke of Montpenſier could 
not (for good conſiderations) proceed ſofarre 
asto theſe places : Secing likewiſe(on the other 
ſide) many good Frenchmen, and others of the 
Religion, notonely to write tomee, burtorell 
me, thatinreſpe& ofthechargelI hadtaken on 
me,I ſhould receyuereproche, and beeaccuſed 
to haue fayled in honour, and againſt the fide- 
litie I owe to my Souereigne Lord : if I would 
not trauayle with hand and heart, for the con. 
ſeruation of theſe oppreſſed Townes , which 
were ynder the protection of the King, &how © 
I mightſufficiently behold, thatagainſt effets 
ofſuch puiſſance, itwerein vaine to bring vn- 
neceſſary helps, butrather matter of like conſe- 
uence. This being vndoubredly rrue,I ſhould 
o acknowledge : yet I imagined, that law- 
full and reaſonable procecdinges, ought to 
outgoe ſuchas are goucrned by violence, ef- 
B 2 pecially 
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peciallyfor mine owne particular regard, 
In this ſort I prepared my ſelfe to go into Al. 
lemaigne , where I diſcourled with certaine 
Princes, freendes to this Realme : to ſee by what 
meanes they could warrant, that which it ſee- 
medthe Frenchmen would looſe,and ſtrangers 
occupy. They pleaded that this difference aroſe 
on ſmall occaſion, and could no way beſo bold- 
ly decided as by Armes: ſince thatto a Countie 
of Monbelliard , who had receyued as great an 
iniury, they would deny to make faristattion. 
Now as echeone knowes, thatthe Allemaigne 
iron will not bee mooued withoura ſtraungers 
golde,and thatthe one being norſeene to gliſter 
Condenaly ,the other ſtands ſtill withourmo- 
tion of ſtirting: This made mee reſolute to tra- 

' vaileto Sedan, which I perfourmed, paſſing 0- 
ucrthwart Lorrayne and Fraunce,with no ſmall 
ſtore of daungerousperils, and beeing there ar- 
riued , I vnderſtood the truth of theſtate of Ia- 
metz, (the defenders of which place are woor- 
thic great prayſe) which rather ſtood in necde 
of fauour ,- then now to come to the ſharpeſt 
rearmes : yet was I aduiſed toattempt the like- 
lieſt and ſweeteſt courſe,cauſfingto be propoſed 
to my Lord of Anſonuille , a moſt auncient and 
honorable ſtay in ations of hoſtilitie, for cer- 
taine tmoneths, as well ro win timein woorking 
on the entraunces, madeby Madame of Aram- 
berg, 


berg,neere kinſkwoman toMadamoyſele ofBo- 
uillon : as alſo the better ro diſpoſe affetions 
in ſeekingthe means of agreement, rather then 
to follow theſe threatnings of ruine, Theſecon- 
ditions would benolefſe tor theaſſaukers, then 
for the people aflayled,nor of lefſe honourto ci- 
ther : But they hauing examined them , would 
neither make any account thereof, or anſwere, 
happily for ſome opinion they holde, in ſtaying 
on their aduauntage and hope, rather then in 
their conſenting: which will be an occaſion, to 
giuea long courſe ro the cuils that this linle 
warre hath rae daily will do, Which 
to preuent, Monſieur dela Ferte, who hath of- 
ten come to Sedan about bufines , ſhall be wit. 
nefſe, how I haue twiſe ſayde vato him, thatmy 
Lord the Duke of Lorrayne ſhall gather no 
great fruite by this warre: littlegayne ſhall hee 
get, and thar/vncertaine, but (tore of charge 
and trauayle certaine . The Towne of lamerz, 
which yetreſiſterh, hath coſt him fouretimes 
morethen it is woorth : yetſhould not hee ſer 
himſelfe agaynſt an Orphane Princefle , who 
demaundcth nothing burpeace, whereto thee 
will attaine by dilligent ſearch : otherwiſe her 
country muſtfuffer,and inſuch ſorras itwereto 


begin agayne . As could I declare vnto him 
by what meanes, andihee ſhould bee ſufh- 
ſed therewith, when I ſpeake that which is true, 
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14 
ratheras aſeruant to his deſerts then an enemy, 
andas one that loueth quiet, vnwilling ro vſe 
my Armes againſt him. This likewiſe I wil- 
lingly alleadge, to the ende itmay be knowne, 
thartl haue attempted all courteous wayes not 
ro enter Armes/ ; as well for the good of both 


partyes , asalfo for mine owne contentment. 


Certainly, I am very deſirous , notto bee con- 
ſtrayned to drawe my {woord , which for theſe 
cight yeares hath continued idle,and chiefly a- 
gainſta Prince, ro whomel finde my elfe be- 
holding, Yet(in my judgement) he is broughr 
into theſe newfoiid conccits,by the bad & evill 
diſpoſed councell of others, rather then by his 
owne naturall diſpoſition : but I may not goc 
contrary to that which reaſon willeth , who 
commandeth me when queſtion is made of two 
bondes, to preferre the cauſe of nature before 


that of getting , becauſe it is amatter moſtho- 


neſt,and among theſe acquiſitions, afterI have 

iudged of the difference berweene them, I will 

ſtay my ſelte vpon the ſtrongeſt. | 
Among allNations,naruralldutic hath euer- 


- morebeene,andyet ismoſt commendable, and 


the firſt (after God) is that wherewith wee re- 


card our country , which comprehendeth in it 
all the other , and binderh vs ſo ftraitly to her, 


 thatitis(as it were)facrilege,to faylein the due 


performance therof; none of all the other may 
| be 


| Is 
be equalled with this. As forthe fathers & mo- 
_ thers themſelues , who haue giuenlitetotheir 
children, when the farher ſhall be imployedin 
the right of his country :they mult be conſtrai- 
ned to holde him excuſed, howſocuer deuoted - 
inaffection he beto them. Much more ought 
ſuch doo, as holde any one bound onely for a 
good turne or a _ promiſe: for itis aneceſ- 
lary conſequence,that a greater matter muſt be 
preferred beforealefle. I haue heere before de- 
clared , that which I promiſed to my Lord the 
Duke of Lorrayne:, but yerwith an exception, 
which although it had not beene made, ought 
euermoreto take place , and I thinke that tew 
people would make doubt thereof, (albcitwee 
yucinſucha ſeaſon, wherin all things are deba- 
red anddiſguiſed) that the dutie tothe Prince, 
muſt go before thar is due toany benefaQour : 
who happily may ſay; Secing I haue beene the 
cauſe of your libertie, why will you offend me 
with Armes, which you promiſed notto beare 
ainſtme.? Truly I cannot deny,that my Lord: 
the Duke of Lorrayne harh ayded mee to de-. 
fend the fame moreentiere and{happy': but I 
ſhould not hayverecouered the ſame (which TI 
ſpeake not as ingratecfull for his good rturne) by 
the three meanestharlT haue rehearſed; betore: 
hee bound meeto- him : not haningſoſmall a 
thing to promiſe in 'preiudice of my __ 
| | ond, 
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bond, whereto nature, the lawes, and men of: 
vertue, will thatI cauſc it to holde due degree. 

I know well it will bee obieted ro mee, that 
the party which I make toſound fo high,oughr. 
to enter into conſideration, to ſee what is at- 
remprted againſt it : which Lwould withallmy 
heart. But whatisthisthen, to aflayle Sedan & 
Iametz, Townes vnder the protection, froncicrs | 
of the Realwe,fairhfullto Ca genpied 
with Frenchmen ? is notthis to touch Fraunce 
irſelfe? Trucly aRomane Ambaſſadour thatre- 
turned from Hanniball,ſayd moſt well & wiſely 
before the Senate, that the Carthaginians in 
beating of the walles of Sagunt, a confederate 
Citric, battered the walles ofRome . And with 
asgood rightitmay be ſayde, when with their 
Cannons they beat on Iametz, they might doo 
the like __ themofParis, 

I have beene patientſo long time, thatT haue 
iuſt occaſionto feare, leaſt I beereprooucd of 
{loth and breach of fayth (having a lawfull cal- 
ling forthe defence ofthe ſaid Towns)itI ſhould 
longer deterre to imploy my ſelfe in their ſafe- 
ermarpe; ruine. King Frauncis the great durſt 

ard his perſon and forces, not to haue the 
diſhonor of the loſſe of Landrecy,alittle towne 
that was notof his Realme, but gotten in the 
—_— of another. The like did the deceaſled 
Duke of Guyzc,for the defence of Metzat the 
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new entraunce thercof into the proteQion of 
Fraunce. ShouldI then fayle, that am but a 
moſt ſimpleſubic&, yerretayned for thoſe that 
arc incorporate with vs, and where there is not 
one houſe, but the Flowers de Luces flooriſh 
therein? | ; [EP 

I ſhall beeaccuſed as ingratefull towards my 
benefa@tour, becauſe I beare theſe Armes a- 
gainſt him : but it is in ſuch a defence as I may 
not forſake, without beeing conuinced of more 


= ingratitude rowardes my Countrey and 
Ng, | | 


You haue broken (ſaith one) your promiſe, 
which vpon ſo woorthy a good turne you harti- 
ly plighted. If things were in like eſtate as when 
I promyſed , I ſhould beereftrayned within my 
bounds : but one hath chauaged them , in doo- 
ingthatwhichI haue ſhewed, and vnlawfull 
beſide to be doone. 

Letvs now come ynto the ſecond bond,that 
the Tutour is to procurethe beſt for his warde, 
and ayd herſo farre as need ſhallrequire. The 
Ciuilians holde thus much, that they place this 
next after thefather to his owne childe : and will 
that the officer ſhall run tothe maintenance of 
his wardes right, ſo ſoone as tothatbelongeth 
to his Prince, This alſorcaſonrequireth : the 
one being moredeſtiture of a ſtay or helpe,then 
the other,and this bond Ws ſomuchthe 


more 
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more of force, in that it is toyned next vnto 
that ofnature, So thatI am nortto be thought 
woorthy of blame, if I hauepreterred this be- 
tore the other vnto my Lord the Duke of Lor- 
rayne : namely in this reſpe&, becaule itisto 
defend , and not to aſlayle, the defence beeing 
more iuſt then the offence : ſecing alſo, that 


this charge was deferred to mee , before my. 
Canis aſſayled Madamoylclle & 


Lord of 
Bouillon, 
 Andthatwhich hath fortifyed mein this re- 
ſolution, is in hauing cxamined the cauſe of 
the warre, I finde that the aflaulter hath very 
ſlender right to doo (o : for if ir wereabout any 
auncient difference , hee oughtthen to ſhewe 
his titles, and to hauethem diſputed by reaſon. 
It hee haue proceeded on any 1uiurie receyued 
by the deceaſſed Lord of Bouillon : why dooth 
he not as muchtotheKing of Nauarre, tothe 
Allemaigns,Zwitzers & Frenchmen,who haue 
allſacked and burned within the countrey of 
Lorraine? Itis notreaſonable,thar this little C- 
ſtate ſhould ſatisfie for a common domage. 
Ought wee not rather imitate that courſe, 
that ſcrued for the wrongs doone to the Coun- 
tie of Mont-belliart, to wit,afreendly compoli- 
tion, which was propoſed for feare of the Alle- 
maigns:who notwithſtanding euermore denicd 
helpe to this ward,lett deſolate in ſight of eucry 
| one? 
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one ? In meane while, God will woorke for the 
oppreſied,and fuccour them in timeneedfull, - 
In fine, itis invayne to flatter, but rather 
ſpeake thetruth: doth it notappeare,that this is 
for the diſfipatio of the realme,when they make 
ſuch ſhouldering, wherethe one fide is percey- 
ued,&the other maſqued ? Whartis this but as 
the Pariſians did, and as the attempt againſt Bo- 
longne ſometime,and onthe Marquiſate of Sa- 
lucenotlong ſince ? Is nor this rather to run af- 
tera pray, then it can any way ſceme for the 
Kings ſeruice,when they pill and poll, & make 
ſuch outrage ? I will auouch that his wiſedome 
is great, & yet greater is the conſtraintthat one 
maketh ofhis will, in preſſing it torefolue on a 
war,wherein depends the ruine of France eſpe- 
cially in one that hath a ſpirite of ſweernes and 
peace. Inthis caſe,what oughtan honeſt min- 
ded man,couragious,and alouer ofhis country 
doo? euen to imitate the auncient Frenchmen, 
braue heads & Capraines, asthe Baſtard of Or- 
leaunce, the Hire and Poton, they ſeeing King 
Charles the ſeuenth to delpaire of his affaires, 
cing aſſailed with moſt puiſſant enemies in the 
very entrailes of his Realme, whome he quictly 
ſuffered, as ynable to remedie the ſame : yet 
would not theſe(for all this) ler fall their vncon- 
uerable hope, but with a ferut&t affetio would 
venture theEſelues in this imminet diger, to find 
C5 ſome 
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ſome meane to exempt the ſame. And as forthe 
apprehenſion of the preſent euill, ſome holde,ir 
may be thatrhe King encloſed, will giue a com- 
maundement RED to aid his eſtate 
now pceriſhing: rhis default bee an excuſe 
for the ſubie&t 2 We owe loue, obeiſance, ſub. 
jieion and fidclitie ro our King , who notwith- 
ſtanding may die : but wee owe ſo much to our 
countrey as cannotdye. 

Truely I ſhould be quit of my promiſe to his 
Maieſtie,not to beare Armes againſt his ſeruice 
(albeitI muſt perſeuer heerein, if I be vſed as an 
enemy) ſecing the horrible confuſions tharare 
in the eſtate : for allis corrupted, force ruleth, 
the lawes are without ſtrength, and cuen alrea- 
dy (by ſome) our houſes are diuided , andour 
lives preſcribed,ſo that we haue noright ofthe 
one or other. As for the roiall authoritte,in whar 
manner is itreuyled, deſpired by the people, 
when butcheries ſhall be made of the ſubics of 


' theRealme?Solon ſaid,thatin a diviliona good 


Citizen ought notto ſtand(ſtil], burtotakethe 
berter parte, in reſpect of his bond to the com- 


 monwealth. But our countrey is not onely diut. 


ded,but ouerthrowne ; not in perill,but already 
loſt. And inthe middeſt of ſo great diſorder, 1s 
it wiſcdometo fit with our armes croſle folded, 
when reaſon bids vs throw them abroad ? Shall 
I attend the reſt of the miſfortunes of the 

| French: 
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Frenchmen , to depend on our warres, hauing 
bowed their knees before the angry conqueror, 
or before aſtraunger, to the cnd that afterward 
I mayreceiue what Silla preſented to his hoaſt 
at Prxneſte ? This cannot bee doone but once, 
vnwoarthy is it todoo it twiſe.But when I con- 


| fiderthin gs to come, inhow miſerable eſtate we 


ſhall be, it God ſhould call away our King, (to 
whom I wiſhalonglife,conioined with a uſt & 
peaccable raigne ) wee ſhould not ſuffer to riſe 
theſefatios of Burgundie and Orleance,which 
now preparethemſclues,the one toaſlaile,&the 
orher to defend : cuen that will happen which is 


publikely ſpoken, and the blind themſclues may 


ſee,thart this warre begun, is rather for the ſtate 
thenany Religion : but from what cuill ſhall 
wetheneſcapetrec,and of what goodes ſhall we 
not bedepriucd? 


Hatred, diſcord. ſpoyle,and theſe Allurmes, 
Crueltic,feareyfierce combats,& theſe Armes, 
Shall be our patimes ec. 


But now to eſcape theſe daungerous rockes, 
lervs turne ourſelues to God, whoſendes theſe 
plagues for our incorrigible behauiour , Let vs 
weepe for our countrey,and ſuccour her in this 

enerall ſhipwracke : let vs euery one helpe to 
Poe her with our armes, and not with ourlegs, 
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| according as the Romaine ſaide : who forlooke 


C xfars part being his benefaQour, to embrace 
that of the common good. 

I pray God, thatin this generallaſſembly of 
the Eſtates, ſome one will craueremedic for our 
inſupportable euils : which may beerhroughly 
holpen by ccafling thele Armes,andremaine 1n- 
curable by the continuance. 

This is an heretique that ſpeaketh (fomezca-. 
lous will ſay) beleeue them nor, rather account 
them blaſphemers. My Lords, be not offended 
at theſe wordes,which may ſcrue you to colour 


the warre you would prolong . Truely I am no 


hererique,for I will line and die in this excellent 
and renowned fayth ofthe Romaine Church, a 
member ofthe Catholike : euecn the ſame that 
Saint Paul (who was the firſt Biſhop thereof) 
inſtituted,as it appeareth by his ſacred regiſters. 
Burtſhall I tcll you who he is that wee oughtto 
account an heretique, intheſetimes wherin we 
line? Ir is the man that deſirerhnot any peace 
or concord inthe eſtate: that wiſheth the chige 
thereof: that ſtrengrtheneth himſelfe with the e- 
nemies of the .Realme; that expeGteth the fall 
thereof, becauſe he might gather the pieces; 
who hath equiticand holines in his mouth, and 
iniuſtice and hypocriſte in his hart.On the con- 
trary, the true Catholique is hee that purſuerth 
peaccand ynanimitie: that ſuffereth paciently 


the 
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the temporall gonernment eſtablithed by God | 


ouer him : that holdes in ſuſpition thoſeſtraun- 

ers who would procure ourruine: thatwould 

aue the eſtate preſerued : and that ſheweth in 
all his actions how he loueth order, iuſtice,and 

1etie. | 
: For concluſjon,I willloue my country which 
hath brought me vp, I willreuerence my Soue- 
reigne Lord, although he would purſue mee, I 
will defend my libertie, goodes, and life, if an 
would take them from me. will aid the French 
ſhamefully afflited, in as much as I may ho- 
neſtly doo, I will garde my warde, as the lawes 
commaund mee, and I will oppoſe my ſelfe a- 
gain{tſiraungers (whatſocuer particular bond 
they hold of mee) who would againſt all right 

poſleſſe themſclues with the Towns of the 
Realme, for I am a true Frenchman. 
Inough is ſaid,thetime requires 
Ithould dooit, inreſpet 
| itis followed true- 


ly and iuſtly. - 
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